
PAST SIMPLE 
VS

PRESENT PERFECT

When do we use these structures?



PAST SIMPLE PRESENT PERFECT

We use PAST SIMPLE

▪ To talk about actions happened in a 

CONCLUDED and DEFINITE moment

in the past.

▪ With EXPRESSIONS OF TIME like: 

Yesterday, last week, last month, last year

A week ago, a month ago, a year ago

Two/three… days ago

When I was young…

We use PRESENT PERFECT

▪ To talk about actions happened in a 

NON-DEFINITE MOMENT in the past

I’ve seen that girl.

▪ To talk about actions that happened in the past

and AFFECT THE PRESENT

I’ve lost my keys

▪ To talk about actions that ARE NOT 

CONCLUDED

I’ve lived here for 10 years.

▪ With EXPRESSIONS OF TIME like:

Ever/never, this week, today, so far, before



CHOOSE THE CORRECT OPTION:

1) Sara went / has been to Ireland last year

2) Jack and Anna met / have met a celebrity yesterday

3) Have you ever eaten / Did you eat in the new pizza restaurant last night?

4) We’ve never been / We didn’t go to a food festival before.

5) Where have you been / Where did you go last summer?

6) Hassan has been / went on a boat five times.
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