


WHEN?

End of the XVIII century → First half of the XIX cen.

(1789)

WHY?

As a response to: 

Industrial Revolution, 

Enlightenment 

Social changes of the 18th century.

CULTURAL MOVEMENT

LITERATURE VISUAL ARTS MUSIC

Poetry Turner and Constable







Both generations wanted to EVADE the urban environment

LAKE GENERATION → English countryside

(Lake District)

SECOND GENERATION → Travels around Europe

(Italy, Greece)

Fascination towards Roman and Greek ancient culture





SECOND GENERATION → Travels around Europe

(Italy, Greece)

Lord Byron

- Went to live in Switzerland where he 

stayed with other literates like P.B. 

Shelley and Mary Godwin.

- He travelled all around Italy

- He went to Greece to fight in the 

Independence war against the Turkish

→ he died there and his body was 

brought back to England

Percy Bysshe Shelley

- Mary Godwin was his second 

wife

- They faced difficult events: 

sickness, the death of some 

children and the death of their 

close friend John Keats

- They travelled around Italy and 

lived in some Italian cities

- He died at sea close to Lerici

because his boat sank in 1822

John Keats

- He had a tragic personal life: his 

mother and one of his brothers 

died of tuberculosis.

- He was sick too and knew he

would die young 

→ His poems have many 

references to the fugacity of life

- He went to Rome to live in a 

warmer place and cure his 

sickness but he died in 1821

at 25 years old



Keats-Shelley Memorial House

Keats’s 

gravestone

Shelley’s 

gravestone



Negative 

connotation

Positive 

connotation

+
Parallelism with L’infinito by Leopardi
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