
ROMANTICISM 

Romanticism is a cultural movement that developed between the end of the 

18th century and the beginning of the 19th century in Europe. 

It covered different forms of art like literature, visual arts and music, and in 

the UK it developed especially in Poetry and Painting. 

Two important exponents of English Romantic Painting are Turner and 

Constable. 

When we talk about English Romantic Poetry, we divide the most important 

exponents in two generations: 

THE FIRST GENERATION of poets, also called LAKE GENERATION, was 

composed by Blake, Wordsworth and Coleridge. 

They are called “lake generation” because they evaded the urban 

environment by going to the Lake District. It is a beautiful natural area in 

England where they went to get inspiration for their art and to leave behind 

the city, very crowded and polluted at the time because of the Industrial 

Revolution. 

THE SECOND GENERATION of poets was composed by Keats, Shelley 

and Lord Byron. 

They wanted to evade the English urban life too and they did that travelling 

around Europe. Their favourite destinations were Italy and Greece because 

they were fascinated by the Roman and Greek ancient culture. 

John Keats had a tragic personal life: his mother and one of his brothers 

died of tuberculosis. He was sick too and knew he would die young, that is 

why his poems have many references to the fugacity of life. He went to 

Rome to live in a warmer place and cure his sickness but he died in 1821 at 

25 years old. He was buried in the Non-Catholic Cemetery in Rome. 

Percy Bysshe Shelley was the husband of Mary Godwin, famous for being 

the author of the gothic novel Frankenstein. The couple faced difficult events 

like sickness, the death of some of their children and the death of their close 

friend John Keats. They travelled around Italy and lived in some Italian cities. 

Unfortunately, P.B. Shelley died at sea close to Lerici because of a boat 

accident in 1822. His body too was buried in the Non-Catholic Cemetery in 

Rome. 

Lord Byron went to live in Switzerland where he stayed with other literates 

like P.B. Shelley and Mary Godwin. He travelled all around Italy and went to 

Greece to fight with the Greek population during the Independence War 

against the Turkish Empire. Unfortunately, he died there in 1824 and his body 

was brought back to England. 



 

POEM ANALYSIS 

Daffodils, also known as I wandered lonely as a cloud, is a poem written 

by William Wordsworth and published in 1807. 

It is divided in 5 stanzas of 6 lines each with an AB-AB-CC rhyme scheme. 

The poem describes a moment in the life of the poet himself when, while he 

was walking sad and lonely beside a lake (probably in the Lake District) all 

at once he saw a field of yellow daffodils. This show makes him feel happy 

and joyous. 

The main rhetorical figure we find in the poem is the personification: the 

poet uses several terms usually referred to people to talk about natural 

elements instead (mainly the daffodils but also the waves of the lake). 

Examples:  

When all at once I saw a crowd 

Fluttering and dancing in the breeze 

Tossing their heads in a sprightly dance 

In such a jocund company 

The last stanza is very important because it describes future moments in the 

life of the poet when he is alone but happy. As a matter of fact, solitude gives 

him the possibility to think back to that beautiful moment and he can feel 

again that joyfulness. 

So, the concept of solitude changes throughout the poem from being 

negative (lonely) to positive (bliss of solitude). 

In the last stanza we can also point out a parallelism with L’infinito by 

Giacomo Leopardi. 

Even though the two poems differ because Wordsworth actually saw what he 

describes while Leopardi describes what he imagines, both poems have 

something in common:  

The main topic is nature and in the last part of both poems, the authors 

describe a feeling of pleasure derived by the evasion granted by their 

immagination/memory. 


