
The women’s suffrage movement 

Parts of the text have been removed. Choose the correct part (A-I) for each gap (1-6). There 

are two extra parts you do not need. The first one (0) has been done for you. 

 

The feminist movement (also known as the Women’s Movement, Women’s Liberation or 

Women’s Lib) refers to (0) E a series of campaigns for reforms on issues such as reproductive 

rights, domestic violence, maternity leave, equal pay, voting rights, sexual harassment, and 

sexual violence. 

The movement’s history has gone through three waves, (1) ______________________________. 

In the mid-19th century, women in several countries —above all, the US and 

Britain— formed organizations to fight for suffrage.  

(2) ________________________________ was the struggle for the right of women to 

vote in elections.  

The word “suffragette” was first used (3) _____________________________________  

in an article in a British newspaper in 1906. 

One major division, especially in Britain, was between suffragists, who wanted to create 

change constitutionally, (4) ________________________________ led by English political activist 

Emmeline Pankhurst, who in 1903 formed the more militant Women’s Social and Political 

Union (WSPU), (5) ________________________________ for its activities and whose members 

were the first to be called ‘suffragettes’. The group, identified as independent, often in 

opposition to political parties, became known for its physical confrontations: members 

smashed windows and assaulted police officers. Like many suffragettes, 

(6) ________________________________. This period of militancy was ended on the outbreak of 

the war in 1914, when Emmeline turned her energies to support the war effort. In 1918, the 

Representation of the People Act gave voting rights to women over 30.  

 Ten years later, on 1928, the female voting age was lowered to 21 with the Equal Franchise Act, 

enacted on 2nd July 1928, granting 

women equal voting rights with men. 

Unfortunately, Emmeline Pankhurst died 

a few weeks before, on 14th June 1928. 

 

 



Feminism: from the past to the present 
Complete the text with the following sentences: 

wrote a blog under a pseudonym  feminist pamphlet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1) Are the following sentences true or false? Correct the false ones. 

1. The feminist movement is also known as "Women’s Lib." 

2. The feminist movement only focuses on the right to vote. 

3. The women's movement is traditionally divided into three waves. 

4. Emmeline Pankhurst lived to see women gain equal voting rights with men. 

5. Mary Wollstonecraft’s famous book was published in the 18th century. 

6. Malala Yousafzai was 12 years old when she won the Nobel Peace Prize. 



 

2) Choose the correct option 

1. When was the specific term "suffragette" first used in a British newspaper? 

A) 1903 

B) 1906 

C) 1914 

2. What was a characteristic action of WSPU? 

A) Writing books about philosophy and education 

B) Organizing peaceful marches only 

C) Using physical confrontation 

3. What caused the suffragettes to stop their "period of militancy"? 

A) The start of World War I. 

B) The death of Emmeline Pankhurst. 

C) The passing of the Representation of the People Act. 

4. How many years passed between women over 30 getting the vote and women 

gaining equal voting rights at 21? 

A) 5 years 

B) 10 years 

C) 15 years 

3) Answer the following questions 

1. What are some of the issues that the feminist movement focuses on? 

2. How did the methods of the "suffragists" differ from those of the "suffragettes"? 

3. What caused the suffragettes to stop their militant activities, and what did they do instead? 

4. What two major milestones for women's voting rights occurred in Britain in 1918 and 1928. 

5. What was the title of the book Mary Wollstonecraft published in 1792, and how is it 

regarded today? 

6. According to Mary Wollstonecraft's 1792 pamphlet, why did women appear to be inferior to 

men? 

7. How did Malala Yousafzai share her story with the world when she was just 12 years old? 

8. What global recognition did Malala receive in 2014 for her activism? 


